
Before tlie State of Soutli Carolilia 
Departmelit of I~isuralice 

In the matter oL 1 
1 

Dwayne I<. Steplleils 1 
129 Jigsaw Road 1 
Summerville, S .C. 29485 1 

SCDOI File Number 04-0241 

Co~isen t Order 
lmposi~ig Administrative Pe~ialty 

This illalter comes beibre nlc pursuai~t to an agreeinent entered into between the State of 
South Carolina Department o r  Insurance and thc above referenced individual, a liceilsed South 
Carolina resident insurance producer. 

Upon review of this matter, I hereby find as [act that Mr. Dwayne I<. Stephens, while 
licensed to do busincss as a resident insurance producer wit11ii1 South Carolina, wrote two 
policies and signed the deliveiy receipt without the knowledge or consellt of the insured. Mr. 
Stephens f ~ ~ l l y  aclcnowledges his wro~lgdoing and u~lderstands thesc types of actioils can 
ultimately lead to thc suspension or revocation of his licellse to transact the business of illsurancc 
as producer in South Carolina, following a public hearing at the Administrative Law Court, 
pursuant to SC Codc Aim. Section 38-43-130 (Supp. 2005). 

After the initiation of an adiniilistrativc proceeding by the Depart~nent against Mr. 
Dwayne I<. Stephens, the parties agreed to subinit the entire matter to me, along with their 
specific recommendation, for nly sulllinary decision, rather than to proceed toward a formal 
adnlinistrative hearing. The consensual reconlineildation was that, in lieu of the Departinent 
seeking to revolce respondent's license, hc would waive his right to a public hearing, pay a 
i~egotiated and consens~~al administrative penalty in the anlount oE$500.00. 

Afier a thorough review of the record, and pursuant to illy findiilgs of fact, I hereby 
conclude as a matter of law, that Dwayne I<. Stephens violated Sectioll 38-43-130 (A), (C), and 
(10) o r  the South Caroli~la Code of Administrative Laws. As a result, I call now take 
administrative disciplinary action against his insurance producer's license. However, under the 
discretiollary authority provided to me by the General Assembly within SC Code Ann, 38-2- 
10(2)(Supp.2005) and carefully considering the recolnillendation of the parties, I hereby impose 
against respondent an adillinistrative penalty in the alnount of $500.00 dollars, which he nl~lst 
pay within thirty days fi-om the date of receipt of this Consent Order. Failure to follow our 
instruclions would result in the inlnlcdiate revocation of his licensing privileges wiihout any 
fiirther disciplinary proceedings. 

This adllliilistrative penalty has been reached by the parties as a result of negotiation and 
compromise, in view of the absence of a negative record or conlplaints withi11 respondent's 
history, and it is made in consideration of his assurailces that in the future he shall exercise more 
cautioil and l ~ ~ l l y  c0111p1y wit11 the lilsurance Laws of South Carolina. 
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This penalty iilcludes all expenses related to the investigation of this matter as provided in 
5 38-13-70 o l  the South Carolina Code of Adnliilistrative Laws. The parties expressly agree and 
undersland payment of the agreed-upon penalty shall coilstitute f ~ ~ l l  accord and satisfactioil o l  
this matter. By his signature upoil this consent ordcr, Dwayne K. Stepl~ens acknowledges that he 
~~nderstands that this adiniili strative discipliilary order is a public record subject to the disclosure 
requirements of the State 01 Soutll Carolina's Freeclonl of l~!fonnntio~z Act, S.C. Code Ann. $ 9  
30-4-10, etseq. (1991 and Supp. 2005). 

Nothing contained within this administrative order should be construed to limit, or to 
deprivc ally person o r  any private right of actioil under the law. Nothing contailled within this 
adilli~listrative discipliilary order should be coilstrued to limit, in any manner, the criininal 
jurisdiction of ally law enforcement officcr or judicial officer. Nothing coiltailled withill this 
administrative disciplinary order should be coilstrued to liillit the statutory duty of the Director of 
his~~~.ance,  pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. 5 38-3-1 10 (4) (Supp. 2005), cxercised either directly or 
through the Depai-tment of Ins~~rance, to "rcport to the Attoi-iley General or other appropriate law 
eilforce~ne~lt oficials criiniilal violatioi~s of the laws relative to the business of insurance or the 
provisions ofthis title which he coilsiders necessary to report." 

It is, thererore, ordered that Dwayne I<. Stephens shall, within thirty days lrom the date of 
this coilse~lt order, pay through the South Carolina Departineilt of Insurance an ad~niilistrative 
penalty in the amount ol$500.00 dollars. 

11 is l ~ ~ r l h e r  ordcrcd that a copy of this consent order be iininediately trailsinitted to the 
National Association of Insurance Coinn~issioilers for distrib~rtion to its member states and a 
copy be placed in Mr. Stephens' liceilsi~lg file. 

This consent order becoilles effective as of the date of my signature below. 

j 4 . i .  " /' ,-c bL1/? 3 , 2 0 0 7  
At ~olu ihbia ,  South Caroliila 

P 

Eleanor l<itzman 
Director 
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I CONSENT: 

Printed Name 

rC- by @ / d l  
Title 

Address: 129 Jigsaw Road 
Summerville, South Carolina 29485 

Dated this 22- day of January 2007 
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